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Succession

This leaflet explains how, when the resident of your
household dies, you may have the right to become the new
resident of the property. This is known as Right of
Succession.

What is succession?
This is the right for certain people, to take over the tenancy
of a property after the resident dies.

Who can succeed to the tenancy?

You can pass on your tenancy to your husband or wife,
(including same sex partner) or a family member who has
lived with you in your home for 12 months or more.

Members of the family who are qualified to succeed
to the tenancy.

Parents, grandparents, children, grandchildren, brothers and
sisters, uncles and aunts, nephews and nieces and other
persons living together as man and wife (co-habitees). If
more than one family member qualifies to succeed, they
should agree among themselves who should do so. If the
family cannot agree, we will decide.

What if | have a starter tenancy?

If you are a starter resident (i.e. you have lived in a
Cosmopolitan property for less than 12 months), you are
entitled to pass on your tenancy to a spouse or partner
(including same sex partner) only. They must provide proof
that they were living with you at the time of your death.

The right of succession for secure residents
The right of succession for secure residents is set out in the
Housing Act 1985, Sections 87-90.

If the deceased was a joint resident, the surviving joint
resident becomes the sole resident.

If there is no joint resident, the tenancy passes to a spouse
or partner (including same sex partner) living with the
resident at the time of death.

If there is no spouse, then another family member has the
right to inherit, but only if they have been living with the
resident for at least 12 months prior to the death.

The right of succession for Assured residents
The right of succession for assured residents is set out in the
Housing Act 1988, Section 17.

If the deceased was a joint resident, the surviving joint
resident becomes the sole resident.



If there is no joint resident, the tenancy passes
automatically to a spouse (including same sex partner) or a
co-habittee living with the resident at the time of death.

If there is no spouse or co-habittee, then another qualifying
family member who has been living with the resident for at
least 12 months before the death would be granted a new

assured tenancy.

Conditions of succession

Any claim for succession must be made to Cosmopolitan
Housing Association within 3 months of the death of the
resident otherwise we may refuse the request. Everyone
claiming succession must be able to provide us with
evidence that they have lived with the resident for a
minimum of 12 months prior to the resident’s death for
example utility bills or benefit documents naming them at
the address.

If a husband, wife, partner (including same sex partner) or
joint resident succeeds to a tenancy, they will inherit
responsibility for any rent arrears. A family member who
succeeds to a tenancy is not liable for the rent arrears, but
we will make an agreement with the beneficiary of any
estate of the deceased resident to clear the arrears.

How do | apply to succeed to a tenancy?

If you wish to apply to succeed a tenancy, you must apply
within 3 months of the death of the resident and provide a
copy of the resident’s death certificate.

You must show proof that you are the husband, wife or
partner (including same sex partner) of the late resident
(e.g. marriage certificate, civil partnership documents, and
joint utility bills), and that you are resident in the property. If
you are a family member, you must prove you have been
resident with the resident for at least 12 months (e.g. utility
bills or benefit letters). A Tenancy Management Officer will
visit you and complete a succession report.

They will then send the report to the Tenancy Management
Co-ordinator and you will get our decision in writing (usually
within 28 days of receiving all of the relevant documents
and information required from you to make our decision).

Second Succession

We cannot legally allow a second succession. A second
succession is where a property has already been
succeeded to and another succession is then carried out.
However, in some circumstances we may grant a new




tenancy to a remaining member of the household. This is at
our discretion. In these circumstances, you should contact
the Tenancy Management Team within 3 months of the
death of the resident. The Tenancy Management Co-
ordinator will decide whether to grant you a new tenancy
and will write to you (usually within 28 days of receiving all
of the relevant documents and information required from
you to make our decision).

(I you wish to have this document translated into your chosen
language, please tick the relevant box below and return to
Cosmopolitan Housing Association, Cosmopolitan House, 2 Marybone,
Liverpool, L3 2BY.
This document is available in large print, Braille and audio tape on
request.
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Cosmopolitan Housing Association, Cosmopolitan House, 2 Marybone, Liverpool, L3 2BY.

(Arabic)

MBREBIERG AP, BHETHAN Y, REIEESLFE . Cosmopolitan Housing
Association, Cosmopolitan House, 2 Marybone, Liverpool, L3 2BY

(Chinese — Simplified)
ABERITE A HENTY - IMEEHENEY - ASILSESE - Cosmopolian Housing
Association, Cosmopolitan House, 2 Marybone, Liverpool, L3 2BY
D (Chinese — Traditional)
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Cosmopolitan Housing Association ,Cosmopolitan House, 2 Marybone, Liverpool, L3 2BY
(Kurdish)

Jesli cheieliby Paristwo otrzyma¢ thumaczenie tego dokumentu w wybranym jezyku, prosimy
odhaczy¢ okienko i odestaé do: Cosmopolitan Housing Association, Cosmopolitan House, 2
Marybone, Liverpool, L3 2BY.

I:’ (Polish)

Haddii aad jeclaan laheyd in ducumentigan lugad aad dooratay lagu soo turjumo, fadlan sax
sanduuga oo u soo celi hey’adda guriyeynta ah ee Cosmopolitan Housing Association,
Cosmopolitan House, 2 Marybone, Liverpool, L3 2BY.

D {Somali)

Bu belgenin sectiginiz dile terciime edilmesini arzu ediyorsaniz, litfen kutuyu isaretleyin ve
Cosmopolitan Housing Association, Cosmopolitan House, 2 Marybone, Liverpool, L3 2BY
adresine geri génderin.

(Turkish)
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Please be aware that Cosmopolitan Housing Association may record any
incoming or outgoing telephone calls as part of our commitment to
providing excellent customer service.

{ Cosmopolitan House, 2 Marybone, Liverpool L3 2BY,
COSMOPOLITAN Telephone: 0151 227 3716 Fax: 0151 227 4991
www.cosmopolitanhousing.co.uk

Cosmopolitan Housing Association is a Charitable Industrial and Provident Society.
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