Architect’s simulation of Cosmopolitan Housing Association’s new extra care housing scheme for older
people at Holly Vale, James Holt Avenue, Kirkby.

New ‘extra care’ housing development to go ahead
at Holly Vale, Kirkby

A brand new housing with care scheme for older people in Kirkby is to go ahead.

Cosmopolitan Housing Association has unveiled its plans for a development of
34 apartments at Holly Vale, on James Holt Avenue following confirmation of
investment from the Homes and Communities Agency.

Work began in January to demolish a dilapidated former sheltered housing
scheme on the site which had lain empty and boarded up for the past year.

The ‘extra care scheme’ that will replace it will take around 18 months to build.
When complete, around Autumn 2012, it will offer 34 apartments for rent to older
people, with individualised care packages available from a qualified on-site care
team.

The building will also include a dining room/restaurant, hairdresser, assisted
bathing room, IT suite and an attractive landscaped courtyard garden complete
with an ornamental lake and sitting out areas.

Cosmopolitan Housing Association purchased the site from Anchor Trust in
March 2010 and obtained planning permission for the new development from
Knowsley Council, which will be involved in nominating residents to the scheme.

The scheme is being developed in partnership with Knowsley Borough Council
and NHS Knowsley. The project team comprises; Brian Young Architects,
Tweeds Employers Agent, PSD Mechanical and Services Engineer and
Lockwoods contractors.



Clir Dave Lonergan, Knowsley Council’'s Cabinet Member for Regeneration,
Economy and Skills, said: “This development is great news for older people in
the borough, as it will allow residents to live independently within their own home
at the same time as receiving support from the on-site care team. Older residents
in the local area will also be able access a range of social and leisure activities
offered within the scheme.

“In addition, the scheme is good news for the local community as a whole
because it will transform the site of an empty, boarded-up property into an
attractive and valued asset for the benefit of local people.”

Mike Pearmain, Project Manager with Cosmopolitan Housing Association, said:
“We are delighted to hear that our funding bid to the Homes and Communities
Agency has proved successful. Holly Vale will be a showcase example of
housing and care in the community for local people and | am sure local people
will be pleased at the quality of the facility we will be providing on this site.

He added that Cosmopolitan are keen to ensure that the new scheme delivers
benefits for as many local people as possible: “We intend to hold all sorts of
events and activities at Holly Vale once it is fully opened and we’ll be keen to
welcome local people along, whether its to enjoy lunch, have their hair done, use
the therapy room or learn about computers.”

Deborah McLaughlin, executive director North West at the Homes and
Communities Agency, said: “It is great to see that this high quality facility is going
ahead for the new residents and the local community. We have worked closely
with the borough council and Cosmopolitan Housing Association to make sure
this innovative scheme provides a really valuable range of services that local
people will benefit greatly from.”



